ANATOMY OF A SNITCH:
A W‘ARN»ING TO THE STREETS
By: Safir Chuma Asafo

oo o6V eti the power dynamics between Blacks -and
whites, with whites being the cnes in power - it is
only to the detriment and disadvantage of Blacks (as
a whole) vhen they run to t+he white man to snitch or
othervise betray their own. Quite frankly, i+ is do—
-wn right despicabiec” ~ IRON-EYE

IT IS NO SECRET that a snitch Is, uniformly, one of the mos+ abhorred and hat-
ed people among any c!rcﬁe - whether 1+ be iIn the busliness worild, -an exclusive

club, a rellglious organrzaflon, a street- fra+ernl+y (so-calFed gang), or in +:
the everyday social setting.

In recent years, the snitch phenomencn has reached eplidemic proportions and &
has gone virtually unabated, leaving many casual+ies In I+s wake. So hereln
we will attémpt to shed some I1ght on +his putrid phenomenon and 1+s cons®it+-

uent elements-

"lonary aéécf‘-"l.“b?é‘s s~y niich w37 &z Pzformant; To Terr Imformers; To

Webster's dI1c¥
Squeal On Someone. A snitch Is known by many other relative +itles: Stocoli-Pigeon

Fink, Rat, Traitor, et al. However,no matter +he +it+le t+he ultimate -end Is betrayal.
"Betlrayal Is the bastard son of covardism.® ’
= STREET EDICT

The most common known snitch Is the so-called LAW ABIDING CITIZEN, - who routinely
cooperates with the "Established Authority” cut of a mis-placed, albeit condition-
ed, sense of duty; And (genufnely) feel In +helr hear+s that t+hey are doling
the rlght thtng. The Law Abiding Cltlzen views anyone who doesn't abide by the
laws set up and enforced by the established authority, as a CRIMINAL. Of cour-
se thelr definition of criminal - much Iike thelr views In general - iIs manu-
factured and readily proevided for them by t+he Es+ablished Authortty which, In

this instance, Is the Amerlkkkan government.

The so-called Law Abiding Citizen (in this context) is a slave (mental ly)e They
function, In most cases, as unwitting servants of +he oppressive Amerikkkan
government. And because of their induced state of (historical/ourstorical)
amnesia, they have forgotten that the government and I+s repressive laws,
which they so obed!enfly adhere to, are founded on the kidnap, rape, murder
and ensliavementcof Afrtkan people; Not to mentlon the mass slaughter of the
Natlves (so-called Indlans) and the Illegal selzure of their (+hls) land,
thereby rendering the Amerikkkan government the archetypé or Origlnal Crimi-
nal ~ which In turn gavesblrth to the so-called kaw Abiding Citizen.- So, +hose
who comply with or ablide by the Vveey laws contrived and perpetuated by the

Origlnal Criminal 1Tterally becomes agents of the original criminal - thus (pro=

+Xy) criminals themselves.

(in general) are the primary beneficiaries of said laws, they

And since whites
Interests when they cooperate with the established

are serving thelr overall




authorl+yss Conversely, when Black and other non-whites cooperate with the
oppressive government - In the vein of belng a Law Abiding Citizen, especially

or detriment to thelr own endemic ethnic group, makes. them not

at the pertl
and subject to the penalties.of treasont

only snitches, but traltors as well,

Such qulslitng determined the fate of one of the Black Liberation Mpovement!
most beloved and promising leaders: Comrade Fred Hampton, who was brutally

gunned down by the FBI and Chicago pollice - after beling provided blueprint

"safe house",and other 1nforma+!on.by a snitch; A trat+-

schematlics of ~hlse
His name Is Willlam O'Neal ~-°

or, who felt he was doi'ng the 'Right Thing'.:

"The best remedy for a iraltor Is a bullet.®
- STREET EDICT

In fact, many Black Liberation warriors were elther assassinated or Iimprison-—
In. many cases these snitches

ed with +he col.laborative efforts of SNITCHES.
viz:

were (strategfcally) Inflltrated itnto Black Llberatlon organizatlions,
The Black Panther Party, The Nation Of Islam,- The Black Guerrilla Family/Llberation Army, The 5%

Nation Of Gods & Earths, ot al. Some were moles who sat and grew within these Liber-
ation. organizations and reported the plans and activities of these respective
organizatfons, fo the established authoritles. Others were AGENTS PROVOCATEURS,

initlate and agltate dissension, and to cause dis-

whose sole purpose was fo
in effect expose said .

order within t+he ranks. Also to provoke ."trouble®; to
organization(s) to being CRIMINALIZED, to justify the government's aggressions

aga inst them.

. THE OPPORTUNIST SNITCH

"S/he 1Is

The opportunist snitch Is one who 15 absolutely devold of loyalty.
prone to betray anything and anyone to aggrandize him or herself. Such a sni-
In terms of commitment. S/he acts, Inherently,

who blends in with his or her environment or
YARD-SLAVE in the

+ch Is neither here nor there,

as a double—agent; a chameleon,
respective group, for PERSONAL favor. Much Ilike the proverbial
days of chattel slavery. On slave plantations the slaves were recognlzed, in

t+hree distinct categorles: THE FIELD~SLAVE, THE HOUSE-SLAYE and the seldom talked ab-—
out YARD-SLAVE. There was a clear cut distinction between the house-slaves and’
t+he fleld-slaves. But the yard-slave was a bi+ more difficult to figure out,
because of his many levels of transparency and felgned loyalty. For instance,
to gain favor with the slave master he would often snltch on the fleld-slaves
plans to escape, planned rebellions, etc. Likewise, the yard-slave would pro-
vide the fleld-slaves with Information concerning the slave master's activit-
les. Of course the yard-slave was very surreptitlous In his handling of both
He would often recelve frtvolous trinkefs for snitching: A plece of
(fried) chlcken, and maybe a (buttered) bLscul?. The YARD-SLAVE was dubbed such
because he functloned both characteristically and (lterally between the house
and the field. However, today s/he Is aptly known as the OPPORTUNIST SNITCH.Sure,

+he tImes have changed but the motlves and characteristics are still the same.

parties.

Eun to the Pollce to settle His

Also, the opportunlst snitch I's one who will
Even

or her business (In the streets) rather than handle I+ him or herself.
the so-called street-level gangster. |f observed closely, the so-called str-
eet-level gangster who dlsplays a consplicuous Love for hls/her materlal boss—
essions, 1.e. CARS, CLOTHES, JEWELS, ETC. above his/her ,(‘ove, loyalty and commit-
ment to his/her faml!ly, frltends & comrades, Is llkely to betray his/her family
friends and comrades in favor of said material ﬁossesslons; even SNITCH T1f

necessary.




And, since mos+ people (in this hyper-capitalist class socliety) openly wor-

‘shfp materlallsm, they often make the (fatal) mistake of desming; someons
nCOOL™ 6F ®THOROUGH®, no+t by thelr characters, t+heir principles, or.their meri+s
o'f* loyalty - but by the clothes fhey wear, the cars they drive and a host+ of

o¥her abexfra facades° .

i,

THe oppor+uhls+ ts'utterly self-centered. S/he is motivated by wanton narcis-
sism. S/he doesn't regard any group or soclal Interests above hls or héer own.
S/he will betray anyone to those who can best serve his or her [PERSONAL1 in-

"terests.

Historically speaking, 1+ was the OPPORTUNIST SNITCH who squealed on warrior
ancestor Gabriel Prosser; A bold Black Freedom-Fighter, who was planning a
masslive slave revolt on plantations throughout the state of Virginia, back
fn the 1800's. But It was halted before i+ could be fully carrled out. The
slave master was tipped off, and Gabrlel was charged wit+h sedi+lon, Imockl
tried, convicted and immedlatetly hanged.
His only crime was his desire to strike a mighty blow at the wretched slave
system. And for this, he was betrayed by the opportunist snitch. Nonetheless,
some thirty years later, he galned redemption incarnated In warrior ances+tor
Nat Turner - who led a relatlively successful revol+, In South Hampton, Virglnia.
It should be noted that- Nat Turner was very meticulous in weedIng out and avo-
idlng snitches. Undoubtedly, a lesson learned from- his' courageous predecessor.

A more popular scenmarlo Is the story of JUDAS ISCARIOT, who wasone oflesus' most
trusted disciples, who ratted on Jesus +o +he centurion (Roman police) for 30
pieces of silver. An ancient paragon of the OFPORTUNIST SNITCH! -

and In this dog-eat-dpg society (Amerikkka), the oppor+un-

In this day & time,
lesser

ist snitch Is given more & more opbor+uni+y to snitch, with lesser &
repercussion or punishment. I+ Is often fterated +hat we are llving In the
INFORMATION AGE, where |NFORMANTS are in high demand, and, where :::== informat+-

lon can either make you or break you (depend!ng on who has I+ and how 1+ is
used). :

The proliferation &f 'snitching Is a direct reflection of +his Informa+ion
Boom -(and the denmand for 1+); especlally since INFORMATION, for the mos+ par+,
Is contfrolled by the government and 1+s many agencies (for its benefi+).
Therefore, the government breeds Informants, whether with financlfal Incent-
ives, deceptlon, torture or as a form of negotiation - especlally in getting
out of so-called illegal situations where there are multiple so-called perp-
etrators (in an alleged crime). In such situations lles are always used to
bolster the government's justifications +to crlmlnal!ze - prosecute and ultI-

ma+ely do away with thelr intended target.

The lack of punishments being awarded to snitches Is even reflected. In +he
government's protection of them, as 1+ has grown ostenslbly lax. There-used
to be a strict policy of conflidentiality provided for snitches who-cooperated
with the government - hence ™CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT: and the “"WITNESS PROTECTION PRO-
ERAM". However, In recent years, these protectlons have become notlceably ob-
solete = with the lack of repercussions meted out to snitches.

E{




An example of this can be gleaned from the pages of recent Mafla history,with
tnfamous snitch Sammy The Bull belng a sallent figure for snitching on famous
mob boss John Gottlie. Sammy‘was excused &6fr thirteea (admitted) murders in ex-
change for his t+estimony. And he eventually returned fo the streets (unpro-
+ected). He was even arrested agaln, for running a multi-million dollar drug
ring. He apparently has no fear of reprisal. And the facf'fhaf he is still
allve, in spl+te of sald lack of protectlon, Is a +estament to the times In
which we llve. In fact, It has even opened the flood. gates tor a throng of

other 'WISE GUY' +ypes, who opt fo cooperate with the government as a way of
In this context, the once sacred code of OMERTA (CODE OF

simply doing business.
lore in the annals of so-cal~-

SILENCE) is a rellc, and only exists as mere folk
led Mafla history.- -

Another example can be discerned from the brief history of Philadelphta's
Junlor Black Mafla (JBM), and i+s Infamous snitch Rodney "Frog" Carson, who ratted
on his alleged boss (and others). And just Ilike Sammy The Buld, he remains in
+he hood (unprotected). The fact that he s still alive Is blasphemy to the

street codes and I1+s (professed) adherents.

I a more broader scope, snitching has become an accepted soclal reallity - an
open secret. Mainstream media, l.e., PRINT, RADIO, TELEVISION, INTERNET,ETC. openly

solici+s and encourages snltching; Most notably AMERICA'S MOST WANTED. This progr-
am along with 1+s many (local) tip hot-lines attempts to put an honorable mask

.on an otherwise shameful face of dishonor.

Moreover, o assoclate wilth (known) snitches Is to share a taclt compllicity of
sorts, by falling to cogently condemn it (in whatever way the situation calls
for). Nonetheless, the very ieast that can be done is fo .expose the known snit-
ch to others who may not be aware of them; and urge .an immediate disassoclat=

fon with them. _

In +he mid 1800's, at+ +he height of the famous UNDERGROUND RAILROAD escape led by
warrior ancestor Harriet Tubman, et al. there -arose many Opportunist Snitches
who affempfed +0 seize upon the opportunity to galn favor (and other paltry
+rinket+s) from the slave master by divulging the identities of the underground
rallroad leaders and thelr escape routes. However, such snltches were swiftly
punished or (in most cases) put to death. Such measures were not out of mallice
but as a necessary move to protect all partles Involved, and to maintain an ab-
solute secrecy on the rallroad to freedom. For, fallure to do so would have
indubitably resulted iIn the death of all fnvolved. Agaln, a snitch Is‘a detri-
ment to any respectable group, and should be shunned, condemned and In most ca=~

ses, returned back to the essence ZZZ.

THE MAKING OF A SNITCH

|+ is often (rhetorically) uttered that a person who snitches _'has spjtch In their
blood', Is ‘'a born snitch',etc. Such prattle is hollow, and Is rooted in thin alr.
The reall+y Is, much |lke other characteristics that manifest themselves In

the behavioral patterns of a people (especially a subjugated people), It Is
created by the dominatling group - transmuted through externally Influenced con-=
ditlons - and incubated within the circumference of the (controlled) vicissl-

tudes of a pre-fabricated milleu.

Is the by-product of his/her environment; which then

Simply put+, an Informant
is. I+ that creates and controls the conditions of

begs the question of: 'Who




said environment?' The answer {s an obvlous one, as I+ Is no blg secret +ha+t
the whH'e owned & operated Amerikkan governmen-r openly wields 1+s manipulat+=-
tve’ power and Trfluence over the soclety.at large, and clearfy prolong i+s
poslflon of power through the use of Informants.

None?heless, even under an oligarchical, raclist white power s+ructure such as
th1s one (Amerlkkka), there exists what Is commonly referred to as a SUB-CULT-
URE. This so-called sub-culture encompasses the many respective ethnlc groups
that comprises the Amerlkkkan soclety, e.g., CHINA TOWN, LITTLE ODESSA (RUSSIAN COMMU-
NITY), THE LATIN COMMUNITY, LITTLE ITALY, THE BLACK COLONY (THE HOOD/GHETTO), among others. And
within these respective so-called sub-cul+tural, ethnlc groups, .exists a core
code of conduct that traditionally condemns snitching. This was especlially so
In the Black colony: (once upon a +1me). The same for other soclial +aboos +ha+
occasionally inflltrated the .culture vid, but not necessarily I"imited, to, the

various forms of media mentloned earller. _

Buf Jjudging from the exponential growth and rapldity of sni+ching among Blacks
nowadays, we have obviously abandoned our old +radi+ions, thereby allowlng the -
snitch mentallty to fester .and permeate the culture. The consclous elders of
the community have been sllent and lnact+lve in their condemnation of +hls sha-
meful behavlor, thus leaving +he culture vulnerable to the repressive white
governmental s+truc+ture, to be fashioned Into a snl+ch sub-culture - in service

of +he white rulers.

level, a snitch can be created or made - espectally In a so-
called (common) criminal predicament - by coercion, trickery, fear, or plain
ol' psychological manipulatlion. For instance, recently, while reading a Phlla-
delphla Dally news paper, | came across a very interesting s+ory -about a young
Black couple who was charged as co-defendants i1f a drug ¢dseé. The paper wen+
on to report that the young woman (defendant) was removed from her Jail cell
(In the middle of +he night) and taken to the local FBl fleld offlce. The pap-
er further stated.that: "It s purported that she is seeking to cut a deal®”. I+ was lat-
er uncovered that the FBl were In fact the ones who surreptitiously "leaked"
this bogus story to the paper. However, yjth t+he story not being confirmed as
true-(as Journallsm goes) the paper cleygrly used the term "PURPORTED" t+o bo+th
mafntaln a +hin vell ot 'Journallstlc Integrityi~while simultaneously protect+-
Ing tuemselves from civil Ifabllity and +o camouflage thelr deceptlve Intent,
which was to play upon the oversight of t+he casual reader. Take notice of how
the word PURPORTED |ooks & sounds |ike REPORTED. But they differ In meaning. PUR-
PORTED means RUMORED. And since people (In general) t+end to belfeve everything
they read In the paper (on face value), the feds knew It would place her in
the spotlight of suspicion among her peers, especlally her co-defendant. The
tactlc-workéd. Onceé she.was released on ball, she was met+ with death threats
and general ostraclized by her own peers. She was then contacted by the (FBI)
agent assigned to her case, who expressed In no uncertaln terms +that she might
as well cooperate now, since everybody thinks she s a rat. She eventually suc-
cumbed and became the government's star wltness (égarns+ her co-defendant).
She felt llke she was put In a DAMNED-IF-1-DO DAMNED-{F-|-DON'T st+uat+ion which, wi-

thout her knowledge, was ‘inltlated and precipitated by the government.

On a more mundane

The Amerikkkan Government has a sordid history.of manipulating Informatfon and
sltuations to place targeted Individuals (or-groups) In the shadow of 1ll-re-
pute among thelr respective p2ers, organizatlons, etc. Such BROWN-MAIL tactics
were employed against one of ifhe Black Llberation Movement's most chard'smatlc

warrlors, Comrade KWAME TURE (formally Stokely Carmichael). The government's




secret police or Counter Inteiligence Program [COINTE;PRO! headed by then FBI
dlrector J. Edgar Hoover, spread a Viclous rumor among the Pan=Afrlkan Revo-

lutlonary communlity that comrade Kwame Ture was an Fnformant. This was done in
an effort to cause revolutionaries to shun him. However, rather than shrink

from or succumb fo such spurious detractlons -~ he openly challenged the govern-
meh+ to prove I+. Needless to say, they couldn't, as a Ile always falls apart
in +the presence of truth. Comrade Kwame Ture's reputatlon was promptly restored,
and he continued to struggle on behalf of Afrikans here In the hells of Ameri-
kkka and ‘1n the broader dlaspora - untll he eventually succumbed to cancer,
which was purported to be the ClA's weapon of choice,to assasslinate him.

21+ is the duty of all (FBI) agents fo converi targeted
subjects into informants; especially blacks.®
= - = TYRONE- POWERS [EX~FBF AGENTT

Another more famillar t+actlic which, belleve 1+ or not, Is stlll used today,
with unbellevable success Is the “Prisoner’s Dilemma® method which entails the
separating of two (or more) so-called co-consplirators and leading the other(s)
+hrough lles & decelt, to belleve that the other(s) are willing to cooperate;
thereby elictiting definitive testimony from fat least one) agalnst +he other (s}
Thys the making of a snltch. This form.of ratting is generally known today as:
"GETTING DOWN FIRST o .
"Can't be too. safe ‘cause niggas is two—faced; they show the

other side when they caltch a new case.” - JAY-Z

THE LOOSE-LIPS SNITCH

The loose-lTps snitch Is more~so stupid (albelt neglligent) than mallclous. He
is usually uncultured, and quite fond of prattling. A secret Is Inconsequent-
fal to him. His reckless babbling .often .resul+s In trouble for people. (other
than himself). He slmply doesn'+t know what to--sayy; how-to-say I+, why to say
it, when to say it, where to say i+, nor whom +o say i+ to. The loose~-Il1Ips
snitch 1s usually of Insigniflcant stature, In terms of his status (withln

his respective peer group); so .he takes great personal pleasure in openly dis-
cussing other peoples' business (in public). His pseudo sense of Importance is
measured by him being prlvy to (In most cases) distorted pieces of Information
deemed arcane relative to his Insigniflcant lIivellhood. The locose~|1ps snitch
Is the number one purveyor of rumors.

Moreover, he doesn't see himself as a snitch - which essentially renders him
that much more dangerous. Hls unscrupulous insensitivity to secrecy makes himg
unwt++fngjy; 8 courfer of (often false) Informatfion - at the behest of hls un-
bridled tongue. He can easlly become an agent, unbeknownst to his own self. He
gives full meaning to the old adage: "LOOSE LIPS SINKS SHIPS®

- s

THE DRY SNITCH

The person who Dry Snitches does so in such a siy and !ndirect manner; so as
to be ocabsolved . of +he gullt of doing I+ flat-cut, as well as +to malntaln an
outward appearence of belng a stand-up Individual. He Is well aware that snit-
ching Is. wrong and shameful. This Is why such tacit methods are employed. He
bears striking similitude to the Opportunist Snitch In +hat his motlives are self-
centered - buf functions more so from an uncontroliable, emotional impulse.
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You have the RIGHT to remain SILENT...®
[5th AMENDMENT RIGHT]

“THE JAIL-HOUSE SNITCH

"%hy is rattin® at an alil +ime high
why are [theyl even allve?® - JADAKISS

The jatl-house snitch Is a2 combinatlon of the Opportunist Snitch, +he Loose-Lips
Snitch and the Dry Snifch. He Is the ultimate STOOL-PIGEON.

Because prisons are Inherently condensed, mlcrocosmic, sub-socletlies, It .is
virtually Impossible for a snitch to malintaln complete anonymity. Unliké +the
more macrocasmlc or larger soclety, paranola & suspicion Is on a perpetual
high; mainly because of +he compelled co-extstence in a multi-ethnic, arttf1-

cial environmento

So the slrghfes+.fra+ernizaflon between prisoner & captor (prison of?lcﬁal)
can easily be construed as & tfundamental form of capltulatlon (on the part
of the priscrier); and can result’ln sald prisoner being excommunicated from

his respective ethnic or general soclal group.

tinitively ldentiflied as 28 snl+ch he 1s usually
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i manner (depending on the circumstances and the

dealt with in a more corporal
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wA fcol’s mouth is his destructicn, and his 1ips
are the snare of his soul.® — PROVERBS, 18:7

tsen environmen
t+tonally, In t+he pr
Z:::d in a sp;clal PROTECTIVE CUSTODY UNIT,

Nowadays snitches are more

general -

RESOLUTION

Amerlkkka's Jjalls and prlsons are filled with a g@afdealpffgood brothers and
sisters. Many serving lengthy sentences (some on Death R¢ﬁjﬁbecause of snit=~
ches. And +his will contlnue to be the fate of the Black colony If so-called
*Thorough' Tndlv.iduals Just stand by and do nothing. Or, even worse, If snitches
are made to feel comfortable and accepted by sald so-called 'Thorough' Tndivid-

uals. There should always be penaltles for snitches.

Therefore, In an effort to reverse the viclous cycle of snitching, the young
have be taught against 1+, and.shqwn (by example) +he virtues of loyalty. -
After all,. what could be sald of *he eiders of a particuiar group (whether 1+
be racial, ethnic or what have you), +hat allows I+s young to grow up without

proper Instruction?

I +h9 elﬂgrs negleqt their duty in +his regard, I+ will eventually come back
to haunt them Tn the long run (and rlgﬁffully s6). ’

So, what we propose is +hat all kn
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